)/}" ot oy B

STATEMENT BY

H.E. AMBASSADOR FUAD AL-HINAI
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN
To THE UNITED NATIONS

DURING THE 8774 PLENARY MEETING
OF THE
G280 JNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY CRISIS”

31 MARCH 2008
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL AsSSEMBLY HALL
MEW YORK

Permanent Mission of Oman To The United Nations
866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.¥Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 355-3505 Fax: (212) 644-0670




Mr, President,

Five years ago during the 57" Session, | stood before this Assembly to
introduce resolution 57/309 on Global Road Safety Crisis. 1t was a very modest resolution
and all it asked was a report on the Global Road Safety Crisis from the Secretary-General for
consideration by the Assembly at its 58" Session. The Assembly had its first ever debate on
road safety at its 58" Session and members were unanimous in emphasizing that road traffic
injuries posed a global public health crisis that reguired urgent action at the national and
international levels. A major development that took place in April 2004 was the launching of
the World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention by the World Health Organization {WHO)
and the World Bank. The report served as both an advocacy tool and a technical document
containing six major recommendations on what countries can do to address the problem of
road traffic injuries. Also, at the 58" Session, the General Assembly recognized the need for
the United Nations system to support efforts to address the global road safety crisis and it
invited the World Health Organization {WHO), working in close cooperation with the United
Nations Regional Commissions, to act as Coordinator on road safety issues within the United

Nations system.

| thank the Secretary-General for transmitting to us the report contained in
document A/62/257 on improving global road safety prepared by the regional commissions
and other partners of the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration. 1 would like to thank
members of the Collaboration under the able guidance of the World Health Organization who
have contributed so much to the contents of this report.

The repori provides an update on the status of the implementation of the
recommendations made in General Assembly resolution 60/5 on improving global road
safety. It describes how efforts made at the international level have served to increase
awareness about road safety. It proposes a number of recommendations for consideration
by the Assembly that would facilitate the implementation of effective interventions known to
improve road safety at the national level.

in April 2007, WHO and the United Nations Regional Commissions organized
the First UN Global Road Safety Week to serve as a platform for global regicnal and national
activities to raise awareness about road safety issues. The week also focused on young road
users highlighting the risks for children and young people. The World Youth Assembly for
Road Safety was the key global event of the week and which brought together over 400
young people from 100 countries to share experiences and create a global network of young
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road safety advocates. The young delegates developed and adopted a declaration entitled
“Youth Declaration for Road Safety.”

Also held during the week was the Second Stakeholders’ Forum for Global
Safety organized by the Globai Road Safety Forum and which brought together participants
__from governments, non-governmental organizations and the private sector.

I would be remiss if | did not compliment the United Nations Regional
Commissions and their subsidiary bodies for increasing their road safety activities and
advocating for increased political commitment to road safety.

The Economic Commission for Europe continues to advocate global action in
the elaboration of safety-related global technical vehicle regulations and amendments to the
International Vienna Convention on Road Traffic and an Road Signs and Signals.

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific held a Ministerial
Conference on transport in Busan, Republic of Korea, and adopted the Ministerial Declaration
on Improving Road Safety in Asia and the Pacific.

The Economic Commission for Africa and WHO jointly organized an African
Road Safety Conference in Accra, Ghana, during which the delegates adopted the Accra
Declaration which committed Ministers to working together to stop the growing epidemic of
death and injuries on African roads.

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean held its first
Latin American and Caribbean Road Safety Stakeholders Forum in San Jose in 2008,

Participants adopted the Declaration of San Jose.

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia and the WHO jointly
organized a regional training course for Ministry of Health officials in Cairo in 20086.
Elsewhere, the Commission for Global Road Safety, under the able leadership of Lord
Robertson, issued the landmark Make Roads Safe report which included a proposal for the
holding of a Ministerial Conference on road safety.

The Make Roads Safe report frames road safety as an issue in sustainable
development and clearly illustrates the direct link between safe roads and effective delivery
of many of the Millennium Development Goals. [t also highlights the need for road
infrastructure development projects backed by the G8 to include a viable road safety
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component, But despite this progress, there is a growing gap between the developed
countries and developing and transitional countries where the problem is getting worse. |If
we cannot accelerate our response to the epidemic of road traffic deaths in low-and-middle-
income countries — by mobilizing more effective enforcement, building safer roadways,
changing road user behaviors, and providing better care — we will lose tens of millions of lives
before these problems turn the corner and start on a downward curve. Therefore, we need a
number of sustained and coordinated global initiatives to help close this gap; Just as a rising
tide lifts all boats; these initiatives can move us forward on all fronts together.

One of the areas in which substantial progress has been made is in the
development of the first funding mechanism designed to support capacity building and
provide technical support for road safety at global, regional and country levels. | commend
the World Bank on its initiative fo establish the Global Safety Facility, a funding mechanism
that would support the implementation of the recommendations contained in the World
Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention, 1 thank the Governments of Australia, the
Netheriands and Sweden, and the FIA Foundation for their financial support to the Facility.

Mr. President,

Here, | would like to point to the steps implemented by the Government of
Oman at the national level. These include the enactment of legislation, the establishment of
a national road safety agency, updating comprehensive regulations to meet the needs of the
injured and their rehabilitation and the creation of a registry to obtain detailed information
on the consequences of injuries with the aim of minimizing the crisis and with the ultimate
aim of creating for our citizens an environment that is conducive to achieving further social

and economic deveiopment.

The Royal Oman Police has organized and participated in a number of events in
its continuing efforts to raise greater awareness of road safety issues. It has participated in
the Gulf Cooperation Council Road Safety Week and the Arah Road Safety Week.

The Directorate-General for Traffic of the Royal Oman Police established in
2006 the Road Safety Institute whose mission is to train traffic officers. The Institute
conducts a number of training programs for driving instructors, taxi drivers and public
transportation drivers. It also conducts programs on First Aid, administering CPR and
defensive driving. The Institute has organized 18 conferences and events relating to road
safety and two regional conferences were held at the Institute in 2006.
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To ensure the safety of drivers and pedestrians alike, the Royal Oman Police in
sparing no effort in making sure that traffic regulations are complied with, As speed is the
major cause of road crashes resulting in 53% of crashes in Oman, the Royal Oman Police has
installed high quality fixed speed radars on all lit dual carriageways and mobile speed radars
have been provided to all police departments in the provinces and regions of Oman. Since
the installation of the speed radars, there has been a significant decrease in the rate of speed

violations.

~ The Royal Oman Police is also concerned with the road worthiness of vehicles
and has implemented vehicle technical inspection stations in all the regions of Oman. These
stations are equipped with the most modern technology and systems used in vehicle
inspections.

With the increase in the number of vehicles and road users, it is important that
rules and regulations are kept in line with the accelerating development in all aspects of life.
Traffic laws have been amended to address new and unfamiliar patterns of traffic behavior.

On behalf of the co-sponsors, Albania, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, France,
Greece, lceland, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of ), irag, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Oman, Philippines, Portugal,
Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Thailand, Tunisia,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Viet Nam and Yemen, | have the honour to introduce draft
resolution contained in document A/62/L.43 and which my delegation held a number of
consultation meetings with other Member States to arrive at a consensus. The draft builds
on the practical recommendations contained in the Secretsry-General's report contained in
document A/62/257. Inits preambular part the draft resolution:’ '
1. Underlines the importance for Member States to continue using the World Report
on Road Traffic Injury Prevention as a framework for road safety efforts,
2. Commends the WHO for its role in implementing the mandate conferred upon it
by the General Assembly to coordinate road safety issues within the United
Naticns system,
3. Recognizes the important contribution by the UN Regional Commissions in helping
the WHO carry out its mandate,
4. Commends the World Bank for its initiative in establishing the Global Road Safety
Facility, ‘
5. Expresses its concern at the continued increase in road traffic fatalities and injuries
and reaffirms the need for further strengthening of international cooperation.
4
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Mr. President,

The time has come when our Ministers and other Government officials with
responsibilities for transport, health, education safety and [aw enforcement meet to discuss
this issue and consider the progress made so far and what remains to be done,

Operative paragraph 7 welcomes the offer of the Government of the Russian
Federation to host the First Ministerial Conference on Road Safety to be held in 2009, We
hope that this important event will bring together Ministers responsible for transport, health,
education and law enforcement to exchange views and discuss progress in implementing the
recommendations of the World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention and General
Assembly resolutions on Improving Global Road Safety.

{ would like to offer my thanks and gratitude to the Government of the Russian
Federation for its generous offer and for the leading role it is playing in raising awareness of
the road safety issue.

Mr. President,

Since the issuance of the draft resolution, the following additional countries
have joined the list of sponsors (to be anounced during the meeting}.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to the delegation of the Russian
Federation and the representatives who participated in the many informal meetings we held
and who offered constructive suggestions, amendments, advise and support. To all of you,

many, many thanks.

Mr. President,

1 am honored to recommend draft resolution A/62/L/43 for adoption by the

General Assembly.

Thank you
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{New York, 31 March 2008) :

Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

The Russian Federation together with a number of other countries has submitted to the
UN General Assembly for its consideration the draft resolution “Improving Road Safety”. We
count on your support because the issue of road safety is now more than ever important and
requires the most scrupulous attention.

The interaction in the field of road traffic safety has lately become one of the priority
areas of international cooperation at bilateral and multilateral levels and is becoming an important
itern on the agenda of the United Nations and other international erganizations.

This is brought about by growing motorization in the world and, as a result, a rise in road
accidents. UN data show that each year nearly 1.2 million people die and millions are injured or
disabled as a result of road accidents. Besides economic and social expenses for individuals and
their families, road traffic injuries place an onerous burden on public healthcare services. Each
year, the costs associated with road traffic injuries in the world amount to hundreds of billions of
US dollars, and they continue to increase. Reducing the number of road traffic injuries is one of
the necessary conditions for successful socioc-economic development, the achievement by
countries of MDGs and, ultimately, for ordinary people to feel safe and secure when travelling by
road, and this concerns all road users — both drivers and pedestrians.

 This problem is extremely urgent for the Russian Federation. The road safety situation
remains difficult in our country. A high accident rate is in many respects caused by constantly
growing mobility of the population, with a shift from public to private transportation and a
growing disproportion between a rise in the number of automobiles and the development of the

4



street and road network. This situation leads to worsening traffic conditions and environment,
congestion, increase in fuel consumption and a growth in the number of road accidents.

In his annual address to the Federal Assembly in 2007, the President of the Russian
Federation presented the issue of ensuring road safety as a priority development goal for our
country. The Government of the Russian Federation has adopted the special-purpose programme
“Improved Road Safety for 2006-2012”. In our country as a whole, activities in this area have
been intensified. All regions of Russia have adopted appropriate programmes on road safety;
their financing has been increased.

Mr. President,

The Russian Federation has traditionally been an active participant of the multilateral
mtcractl.on in the field of road safety: we were among those who initiated a regular consideration
of the ‘topic of overcoming the global road safety crisis at the UN General Assembly. In
partmular, Russia was the first to inform the international community about the implementation
measures of the relevant resolution of the 58™ UN General Assembly Session.

The international community highly commended the activity of the Working Group on
Road Safety of the Inland Transpert Committee of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe; since March 2006 the Group has been headed by a representative of Russia. The role of
this Workmg body of the UN system as an effective tool of international legal regulation in this
area was stressed in UN General Assembly Resolution 60/5.

We took an active part in the preparation and holding both on the intemational and
national levels of the First Global Road Safety Week, which focused on young road users.

“The Russian Automobile Federation became member of the Global Road Safety
Partnership, whose major forum also took place in Moscow recently.

In 2006, Mr. George Robertson, Chairman of the Commission for Global Safety, whose
active work to raise public awareness of the issue of preventing road accidents in the world
merits deep respect and full support, proposed to hold the first international conference on road
safety. It is planned to focus this event on a comprehensive discussion of the road safety situation
in the world and its influence on the socio-economic development of coumtries and their
attainment of MDGs. In particular, it is planned to review the progress of countries’
implementation of the World Report on the Road Traffic Injury Prevention and to determine
ways to step up international cooperation.

The Russian Federation has decided to come forward with an initiative to hold the first
Global high-level conference on road safety in 2009 in Moscow jointly with other interested
actors of international cooperation in the road safety field. One of the provisions of the resolution
under consideration today speaks about it.

On my part as a person responsible for ensuring road safety in Russia, I would like to
stress our determination to make vigorous efforts to improve the situation in this area and to
assist in the strengthening of international cooperation everywhere to ensure experience and
knowledge sharing, coordination of joint work, elaboration of common rules and standards, and
ultimately, improvement of the road safety level and the quality of life of all road users, including
most of us.

Thank you.



We Can Close the Road Safety Gap Between Developed and
Developing Countries: the Central Role of Infrastructure
Improvement

United Nations General Assembly-—March 31, 2008

Karla Gonzalez, Minister of Public Works and Transport, Costa Rica

Mr. Secretary General, Madam President, distinguished delegates, fellow
Ministers who have portfolio responsibilities for Road Safety, ladies and
gentlemen, | want to thank you for the privilege of addressing this 32nd

Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

As Costa Rica’s Transport Minister, roads are a big part of my
responsibilities, The daily life of each person depends on our roads, fo
get to school, to work, or to the health centre, to do business, to underpin
agriculture and trade, to provide the jobs so that can lift people out of

poverty.

In developing countries like Costa Rica even simple journeys are
hazardous. Half of the people killed or badly hurt in road crashes are
simply walking. One in ten is killed on bicycles. The death rate of people
inside vehicles is also high. Overall, a Costa Rican is more than 3 times
more likely to die in a sudden, violent road crash than a northern

European.

This is unacceptable. Costa Rica is well known for non-violence. We
abolished our army 50 years ago. Our President, Oscar Arias, won a
Nobel peace prize for his work in bringing conflicts to a close in our
region. He now sees that ending the violence on our roads would be an
even greater prize, so he is using his international standing to mobilize

action against the violence of road crashes in Latin America.
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In Costa Rica, we look for good international advice. We are acting to
tackle the key risk factors in road crashes - poorly designed roadways,
failure to use seat belts and helmets, drunk-driving, and excessive
speed.

Costa Rica believes deeply in constitutional rights and individual
freedom. Some people in the past argued that one person had the right
to decide if they wanted to protect themselves by using the seat belt and
that the law shouldn’t interfere with such right. In 2003, we, as a
government, decided that the civil society had elected us to represent
and protect their rights: it was time for us to protect ourselves from our
worst enemy:. Our freedom to decide not fo protect ourselves. We
fought, argued, convinced and persuaded .... we changed the law on
seat belt use. We brought the work of the Police and road safety
education together. We created a campaign that spoke to our people in a
language that they could UNDERSTAND. We said, for the sake of

people you love and for those who love you- por amor- wear a seat belt.

And the forces of the new law and emotion worked together. The rate of
seat belt usage rose from around 20% to over 80%, better than the USA
and many European countries. And the death rate of people in cars fell
by around 30%. It was, and it exiremely important to realize that we
have the tools and ability to reduce these death rates. If we try we can do
it.

We were grateful for the help from the international community,
especially the FIA Foundation. We are pleased our success is being
repeated elsewhere. -



Now the government of President Arias is tackling another major issue:
our roads. Our roads are in bad condition. The same rain that lures
tourists to visit the beautiful wildlife and rainforests of Costa Rica is the
same rain water that washes away our roads. For the last 10 years our
roads have been neglected in terms of investments in maintenance. The

national budget for roads is poor.

This has been changing over the last year. For the first time the
government decided to give all the resources provided by our fuel tax law
to maintain our roads; nevertheless the damage was so extensive that

we could spend the entire budget just patching and painting the roads.

It must be difficult for those of you in developed countries to imagine the
problems that our engineers face. In well-run developed countries,
professionals debate the different tactics to achieve the lowest whole life
cost of treatments for roads over the next 20 or 40 years. In Costa Rica,
we we have more than thirty thousand kilometers of roads, we struggle to
find themoney to keep them in good condition and to build new ones. It
is very hard fo run a programme to improve the situation when money is

scarce and the road network is so big.

Unfortunately we believe this scenario is the same in most developing
countries. But despite our circumstances, we have to change the

paradigm.

When thinking about road safety, behavior is key; but there is another
key which depends only on governments and decisions makers:
INFRASTRUCTURE.



If the government has the money to build new roads they certainly must
take care of the safety component, it is no longer acceptable to spend
scarce money to build bigger or longer roads, if we are not also investing
money to make our roads safer. We have a vision and we're looking

ahead, anticipating the needs of the next two decades.

Global Health equity means that people everywhere - in rich
countries and poor - have access to vaccines. Global Road Safety
equity means that people everywhere have access not to roads, as

we used fo believe, but to safe roads, as we believe today.

On May 8th, 2006, as the first decision of the new Arias government, the
Ministry of Public Works and Transportation on my command, decreed

we would audit our roads, both old and new, in terms of Safety.

In the past, when we spent money improving roads we often increased

casualties as speeds rose because the roads were not safely designed.

International institutions were short-sighted too. Too many believed that
tackling health, education and poverty could be done while cutting back
on basics. Now everyone recognizes that we need safe, clean and
affordable transport. We need maintenance budgets, which are
sustainable. We need budgets that will let us surface the road to keep the
water out today and not spend 10 times more in major reconstruction

tomorrow.

We need simple, affordable safety features that would be expected in a
developed country such as footpaths and safe crossing points; traffic
calming in villages; safety fencing and safe road and junction layouts,

bike paths and uphill lanes. We know that roundabouts and center and
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side barriers can reduce fraffic fatalities by 90%. These interventions are

as effective as any medicine. They can be our road safety vaccines.

Last year, Costa Rica won a place in IRAP, the International Road
Assessment Programme. Costa Rica is one of a handful of developing
countries worldwide whose roads were inspected in a pilot programme.
Working with my Ministry, the Road Assessment team identified around
2,800kms of road where deaths and serious injuries are concentrated.
They then inspected these roads to see what could be fixed quickly and
affordably. Right now | am studying iIRAP’s report and recommendations
on the roads in most urgent need of safety treatment - if money can be

found.

The IRAP report for Costa Rica does more than suggest where
thousands and thousands of lives and serious injuries could be
prevented over the years ahead by simple measures like footpaths, safe
crossing points and safety barriers. | am easily convinced as a Road
Safety Minister that common sense measures based on systematic
measurement of problems are what is needed. However, the report goes
on to give the figures which Finance Ministries and development banks
need. Countries like Costa Rica lose around: 2-3% of GDP in road
crashes. The report shows how treating the roads where serious crashes
are concentrated can give an economic payback of over 10 times the
money invested. | am therefore pleased that road assessment is

recognized in the resolution today.

Infrastructure is the part of the safety system where we governments
have the greatest ability to save lives and prevent injuries. On the other
hand it is also the most expensive part, where major investments are

required.



So let me finish with a question: assuming political wili is there to take
action, are we going to be able to find the international financial
community ready to take those actions, and become part of the solution?
With adequate support from the developed nations, the World Bank'’s
Global Road Safety Facility—something else mentioned in this historic
resolution before us today-——has the potential to help us transform this
epidemic and MAKE ROAD SAFETY FOR EVERYONE.

| suspect that so many of our countries are in the same position as Costa
Rica, and with investment from the international community there is so
much that we could do for so many. On behalf of my country and all the
developing countries of our region, I'm here to give testimony that we've
learned from our mistakes, we think now we know the way, we have
decided to tear down all political barriers and obstacles, mental schemes
that prevent us from changing. We will fight and we will prevail. If we
can find the funding, we are ready to take action. Let me finish in
Spanish. Si queremos mejoras importantes en el tema de la violencia

debemos empezar por nuestras carreteras.



STATEMENT BY
THE HONOURABLE LESTER MICHAEL HENRY
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND WORKS
TO THEGENERAL ASSEMBLY
ON AGENDA ITEM 46:

“THE GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY CRISIS”
New York
315T MARCH 2008

Mr. President,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Permit me to convey greetings from our Prime Minister, the Honourable Bruce
Golding, who was specially invited to address this august Assembly. He is unavoidably absent
due to prior commitments. Please allow me also at the very outset, to express my appreciation for
the privilege of addressing this 62" Session of the General Assembly in my capacity as Minister
with portfolio responsibility for transport, on a matter that we consider to be of significant
national importance.

Mr. President,

The Jamaican delegation welcomes the report (A/62/257) prepared by the World Health
Organization in consultation with the regional commissions and other partners of the United
Nations Road Safety Collaboration, Qur support for the draft resolution {A/62/L.43) is reflected
in our co-sponsorship of the text and is a signal of our desire for global road safety issues to be
addressed with the further strengthening of international co-operation, taking into account the
needs of developing countries.

Mr. President,

In Jamaica the issue of road safety is given priority attention on our national agenda,
and as such the Prime Minister has assumed the lead role as the Chair of the National Road Safety
Council, a body with overarching responsibility for road safety matters in the country. This in
itself demonstrates the seriousness of my government’s commitment to bring attention to this
issue at the highest level. In this arrangement, the Government, the private sector and academia
collaborate with the singular purpose of establishing measures aimed at enhancing road safety.
We are convinced that without this political will, the problem will only exacerbate and spiral
beyond control.

This multj-sectoral approach has resulted in the reduction of our fatality rate from road
traffic injuries from a high of 17.8 per 100,600 of the population, to a low of 11.4 per 100,000 in
1999 - a situation which at that time compared favourably with many developed countries.



Unfortunately, our fatality rate has again climbed up to unacceptable levels, peaking at
15.6 per 100,000 in 2002, With a concerted effort, there was a further reduction to 12.1 in 2005.

Mr. President,

Jamaica is of the view that stopping this epidemic will take more than any one couniry
can grapple with, and so, at the regional level, we participate fully in the Latin American and
Caribbean Road Safety Forum, a forum sustained by the Global Road Safety Forum, a non-
governmental agency committed to advocacy and collaboration.

The Latin American and Caribbean Forum brings together government representatives
from the respective transportation, health, law enforcement and education sectors, while
mobilizing relevant regional and international organizations with a view towards greater
collaboration in efforts to curtail, if not eliminate, the epidemic of death on our collective
roadways.

Under the distinguished leadership of Costa Rica, the Forum is now in the final stages
of developing a charter, which upon adoption, will serve as a signpost -- pun intended — for the
guidance of the Regional Committee to fulfil its mandate within the framework of wider
collaboration and co-operation to make roads safer for the people of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Mr. President,

According to the World Health Organization, more than 85 per cent of all road
traffic injuries occur in middle and low income countries, a fact that we cannot ignore. One
notable consequence of this epidemic is what I would like to describe as a “stifling effect” which
creates the imposition of a huge economic burden on developing economies, particularly small
and vulnerable economies such as Jamaica’s, accounting for 1-2 per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product. This figure, according to the WHO, is comparable with the total bilateral overseas aid
contributed by the Industrial countries. And we are reliably informed by those who carry out
research on the burden of road traffic injuries, that this staggering effect on GDP presents only
half of the story, as that figure only represents lost productivity.

As part of the new political administration in Jamaica, which is busy with the task
of constructing our first budget, we are painfully aware of the additional burden caused by the
social and economic costs of the epidemic, especially the negative effects on the health sector,
where in many middle and low income countries, road traffic injuries account for one half of the
hospital bed occupancy of surgical wards. In such scenarios, the most affected are usually the
poorer groups within the society, including many whose historical claims for just compensation
are yet to be addressed.

Mr. President,

The plight of children in all of this affects me deeply. Article 6 of the United
Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child, inter alia, articulates the imperative that “children
have the right to live” and the necessity of “governments to ensure that children survive and
develop healthily”.



















































































